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Contributor Biographies
Despite his best efforts to sabotage his mainstream education, Clinton Craig
graduated with a BA in History from Northern Arizona University. He is currently
applying to MFA programs for creative writing, the first thing his wife suggested that
he do with his life that did not make him sick to his stomach. He loves reading comic
books, though he usually ends up rooting for the villain. Years ago he was exiled from
Texas, his birthplace, and dreams of one day returning as a conquering hero. In his
spare time, he composes 150 word writer’s credits about himself, though he has
trouble getting to 150. Clinton lives in Flagstaff, Arizona with his wonderful wife Sherri
and his lazily insidious (or insidiously lazy?) cat Spiderman.
Heather Brown has an MA in English from Abilene Christian University. She was a
lecturer in English at the University of Texas at Brownsville from 2010-2012 before
accepting the opportunity to teach English at Hunan Normal University in China for a
year. Her plans are to pursue a PhD in English after she returns to the US. From
August 2011, Ms. Brown has been part of the editorial board of the Journal of South
Texas English Studies. She is our “foreign correspondent” editor while she is teaching
in China.
Hager Ben Driss is an Assistant Professor. She teaches Anglophone literature at the
Institut Préparatoire des Etudes Littéraires et de Sciences Humaines, University of
Tunis. Her research in Cultural and Gender studies addresses mainly women’s artistic
production. Her article “Women Narrating the Gulf: A Gulf of their Own” (Journal of
Arabic Literature, 2005) attempts at introducing Arab women’s literature to
international academia. Ben Driss has recently published the proceedings of the
conference she organized in 2010 under the title: Knowledge: Trans/Formations.
Ruth Mikal Garza is pursuing her MA in English at the University of Texas at
Brownsville. She teaches 6th grade English at Oliveira Middle School. She is the coeditor of the Journal of South Texas English Studies and president of the UTB English
Graduate Advancement and Development Society! (EGADS!), a professional graduate
student organization.
Ahmad Ghashmari is a PhD candidate and an adjunct instructor of English at Kent
State University, Ohio. He immigrated to the United States from Jordan in 2008. In
addition to his work in English studies, Ghashmari is also a human rights activist and
blogger who has started several campaigns against abuses of human rights such as
honor killings in the Middle East. In 2007, Ghashmari won second place in the Dream
Deferred Essay Contest in Boston. He was also awarded the Naji Naaman Creativity
prize for short fiction in Beirut, Lebanon in 2008. Currently, he is working on his
dissertation and a collection of short stories about the Arab Spring.
Donna J. Gelagotis Lee's book, On the Altar of Greece, winner of the Gival Press
Poetry Award, received a 2007 Eric Hoffer Book Award: Notable for Art Category and
was nominated for a Los Angeles Times Book Prize and other awards. Her poetry has
appeared in numerous journals, including The Bitter Oleander, Borderlands: Texas
Poetry Review, CALYX: A Journal of Art and Literature by Women, Feminist Studies, and
The Massachusetts Review. Her website is www.donnajgelagotislee.com.
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Margie Longoria is a young adult librarian at Mission High School in Mission, Texas.
She earned her BA in English from the University of Texas Pan American and her
Masters of Library Science from Sam Houston State University. She is currently a
graduate student at the University of Texas at Brownsville pursing a Master’s degree
in English Literature. She is currently on the editorial board for The Journal of South
Texas English Studies. Her favorite writer is Jane Austen and her favorite book is Pride
and Prejudice. She has a passion for young adult and classic literature and lives to
feed her passion to those around her, especially the students and teachers she serves.
Her face is often buried between the pages of a beloved tome. You will never see her
without a book or her Kindle in hand.
You can visit her YA blog at: http://missionhslibrary.blogspot.com/
Allene Rasmussen Nichols is a doctoral student in humanities at the University of
Texas at Dallas. Her poems have appeared in a variety of journals and anthologies,
including Naugatuck River Review New Plains Review, Conclave, and Dance the Guns
to Silence: One Hundred Poems for Ken Saro-Wiwa. She also writes plays.
Noel Sloboda's work has recently appeared or is forthcoming in Harpur Palate, Oregon
English Journal, Rattle, Redactions, Sentence, and Modern Language Studies. He is the
author of the poetry collection Shell Games as well as the forthcoming Our Rarer
Monsters. Sloboda has also published a book about Edith Wharton and Gertrude
Stein. He teaches at Penn State York and serves as dramaturg for the Harrisburg
Shakespeare Company.
Craig E. Price is pursuing his M.A. in English at the University of Texas at
Brownsville and currently serves as co-editor for The Journal of South Texas English
Studies. He is a self-avowed political junkie and spends his free time sailing as far off
shore as possible.
Catherine Curran Vigier is a senior lecturer in English in the Department of Applied
Languages at the University of Rouen, where she teaches the history of the British
Empire and Commonwealth. In 2008 she was visiting lecturer in English at the
University of Oran, Algeria.
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